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Research Independence and Integrity 

PI,    PI Name and University name       declare(s) this research to be original with no known 

duplicate publication, and without financial or other relationship issues that would give rise to 

conflict of interest. 

Sam Houston State University (SHSU) promotes the ethical pursuit of research. As a state 

institution of higher education and a member in the Texas State University System (TSUS), it 

maintains the highest standards of conduct in pursuing research and sponsored programs. Any 

form of misconduct, either financial or intellectual, will be adverse to the university’s mission and 

compromise its reputation and integrity. Furthermore, the university is bound by federal law, as 

a condition of accepting sponsored funding, to produce unbiased research that meets the 

regulatory responsibilities of federal agencies. 

SHSU internal policies identify general types of research misconduct and define procedures for 

evaluating alleged research misconduct. The most basic actions for all sponsored programs are: 

• Mandatory disclosure by all Principal Investigators (PI) and co-PIs of financial

conflict of interest from each sponsored research application.

• Completion of the online research ethics education offered by the Collaborative

Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) with the requirement that all PIs complete

research related certification for the use of Human and/or Animal subjects used in

research, Responsible Conduct in Research, and other sessions as required by

proposal requirements.
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For all NIJ proposal submissions and regardless of a proposal’s rating under the criteria outlined in 

the NIJ Guidelines on the Administration and Management of NIJ Grant Programs, the proposal will 

demonstrate research independence, including appropriate safeguards to ensure research 

objectivity and integrity. Considerations in evaluating research independence and integrity will 

include, but may not be limited to the disclosure of all Conflicts of Interest, both financial and 

intellectual, that could affect the objectivity/integrity of the proposed research activity. SHSU’s 

Academic Policy Statement 950809 states all of these possible conditions. 
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